
Christ’s vision: Separate and differently-talented 
people working and ministering together 
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The better the deed, the better the day. Today is auspicious 
for all of us: for the Diocese, for me, and for St. Stephen’s. 
It isn’t every day that we have the pleasure of celebrating the 
new ministry of the rector of the Pro-Cathedral, who was ordained 
Priest in our Cathedral and who seems not to be a Prophet in 
his own country by virtue of his returning to us from Christ 
Church, Bronxville, a parish on the outskirts of a large city 
somewhere, I believe, to the south and somewhat to the 
east of where we are this afternoon. And the day is auspicious 
for me because God gives me the opportunity to know and 
to support the ministry now of the third rector of this 
parish since I came to the Diocese over thirteen years ago. 

And the day is auspicious for St. 
Stephen’s as well. For today officially 
ends all of the anxiety that parishes 
normally experience when they have 
no rector. How do we manage without 
Father Don? What shall we do in the 
meantime? How can we possibly 
move along? Who will help us to find 
the right person to be our rector? Is 
there such a person out there? We 
must have someone who appreciates 
good church music and liturgy, and 
breathes the Anglican ethos. They are 
hard to find. Today officially ends all 
of those concerns, and we are here 
today precisely because God has 
found an answer to all of those 
questions, and more. The answers 
have location in your new rector’s 
strong arms and in his prayerful and 
scholarly spirit. 

But that does not mean an end to 
all anxieties. Parishes have been 
known to have anxieties even when 
they have rectors. As Bishop Paul 
says, “Please, don’t ask me how I 
know this, but I do.” How can we be 
ourselves and also be part of the 

Diocese? How do we afford all of the 
ministries we want to undertake? Will 
the people of the parish support our 
mission? When the choice is between 
paying for lay pensions and helping 
the poor, what do we do? What can 
we do to help the city where we are, 
so that people will want to continue 
to be members of St. Stephen’s? 

Those questions, those anxieties, 
have an answer in a different location, 
not in Father Daniel’s strong arms and 
prayerful spirit alone. They are 
answered by all of the people of St. 
Stephen’s working together healthily 
and coöperatively—which, I take it, 
is the upshot of the Lessons appointed 
to this Eucharist. 

The key, of course, is the Gospel 
just proclaimed. Jesus is speaking to 
his disciples on the night he was 
betrayed: Judas, the traitor, the 
saboteur, has left their assembly, and 
Jesus gives instruction to those who 
remain about how they are to conduct 
themselves after Jesus’ glorification 
which is about to be accomplished in 
Jerusalem. They are to love one 

another, as Jesus has loved them. And 
the sign of that love they are to have 
for one another is the willingness to 
lay down their lives for each other. 

It’s hard to hear, I suppose, but in 
addition to that historical context of 
Jesus speaking to his disciples, we 
have this context, you and me, the 
Bishop and Father Daniel, and Jesus 
is here, speaking to us through this 
Gospel, just as he does in every 
Gospel at every Eucharist. We are to 
love one another, too, and the sign of 
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Today officially ends all of the anxiety that parishes normally experience 
when they have no rector ... but that does not mean an end to all anxieties. 



that love is our willingness to lay 
down our lives for one another, just 
as Jesus was about to do for his 
friends on the night he was betrayed 
and just as Jesus remains willing to 
do for each of us this afternoon. We 
are to be willing so to give to one 
another that most of our problems or 
anxieties, if not vanquished, are at 
least put into relief and placed at least 
in the lower drawer, below our calling 
to love one another as Jesus loves us. 
The cells, the organs, of any healthy 
organism will do what is called for 
so that the organism survives. Jesus 
calls us, each of us, as part of a 
community to do no less than that. 
We are to survive and to flourish. 

It’s the Epistle, really, that expresses 
the vision of a body with constituent 
parts, an organism with organs, to 
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 Father Daniel Gunn receives the gifts of wine and bread from parishioners Frank Conyngham and Hannah Gildea. 
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make the point about our separate 
roles and functions whose 
coöperation together contributes to 
the health and survival of the whole 
body. Some are prophets; some are 
rectors. Some are evangelists; some 
are members of the vestry. Some are 
teachers; some are ministers of music. 
Some are apostles; some are members 
of the stewardship committee. Some 
practical counsel to incarnate this 
vision, some patient wisdom to 
accomplish your mission of “Living, 
Loving, and Trusting in the 
Transforming Power of God’s Grace” 
might be so simple as: “Let the rector 
be the rector,” and “Let the senior 
warden be the senior warden,” and, 
as a final example, “Let the minister 
of music be the minister of music.” 

You see what I mean. The gifts of all 
are to be used together to equip St. 
Stephen’s for the work of ministry, 
to contribute to Christ’s overall 
rebuilding and rehabilitative plan for 
the entire world, past, present, and to 
come: to reconcile the world to God. 

I don’t know that incarnating this 
vision puts an end to the anxieties that 
parishes have even when they have 
rectors. In fact, I doubt that it does. 
It’s hard to imagine any group of 
people without anxieties. But 
knowing your identity and knowing 
your place in the body of Christ put 
you in mind to know also that people 
working together and receiving the 
benefits of Christ’s glorification 
survive, and they flourish, with their 
anxieties and with their concerns. 
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That’s very good news. 
This vision, of separate and 

differently-talented people working 
and ministering together under 
Christ’s banner is Christ’s vision for 
you, here, as the Scriptures have 
revealed it to us. My prayer for you 
is that you will so lay down your own 
wishes and preferences, and so 
coöperate with each other and your 
newest, your twentieth, rector, that 
the world here may be reconciled to 
God. Is not that what we all want to 
do? And is not that what people we 
all want to be? 

In Christ’s Name. Amen. 
The Venerable Howard Stringfellow is 
archedeacon for the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn 

The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn was 
ordained by Bishop Paul, 2002, at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem, He served 
for four years as curate at Christ 
Church, Bronxville, New York, 
where, among other responsibilities, 
he worked with children and adult 
formation, youth, outreach, liturgy 
and music. He and his wife, Ada, 
moved to Wilkes-Barre in the spring. 
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Their first Sunday at St. Stephen’s 
was on Pentecost, June 4, 2006. 

Dan found a home in the Episcopal 
Church after being active in ministry 
and serving as a prison chaplain and 
pastor in the Church of God. He 
earned a reputation as an advocate for 
the poor and disenfranchised because 
of his work in rural Virginia and 
among the homeless in New York 
City and Westchester County. 

He worked for two years as a 
hospital chaplain at St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Bethlehem, where he 
completed seven units of Clinical 
Pastoral Education. He also taught 
philosophy, ethics and Old Testament 
at the college level as an adjunct 
professor. 

He is a 1997 graduate of Lee 
University, with a bachelor’s degree 
in Bible and Theology, and a 1999 
graduate from the Church of God 
Theological Seminary with the M. 
Div. degree. 

While completing his two-year CPE 
residency Dan also completed a Master 
of Arts degree in philosophy from 
West Chester University. Then he 
completed the Certificate of Anglican 
Studies at Berkeley Divinity School 
at Yale and graduated from Yale 
University Divinity School with the 
Master of Sacred Theology degree. 
He has completed course work 
toward a doctorate in religion and 
expects to finish the program within 
the next five years. 

He served on the Episcopal Diocese 
of New York’s Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Commission and as the 
chair of the annual Holocaust 
Memorial Steering Committee. 

In 2005, he was chosen as an 
emerging American policy leader and 
awarded a Freeman Fellowship to 
travel to Southeast Asia to study the 
intersection of religion and society. 


